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SUBJ: SHIPMENT OF MARMOSETS 
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1 . DR. ANTONIO BRACK OF WILDLIFE DEPARTMENT OF MINISTRY OF 
AGRICULTURE HAS INFORMED THE EMBASSY THAT THE MARMOSETS 
INITIALLY INTENDED EOR SHIPMENT TO U.S. WERE RETURNED TO 
POIN OF ORIGIN DURING FIRST HALF OF DECEMBER 1974. 

2. DR. BRACK ALSO STATED THAT NO TRAPPING OR EXPORT OF 
PRIMATES WILL BE AUTHORIZED BY THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
UNTIL PROMULGATION OF NEW FOREST AND WILDLIFE LAW PRESENTLY 
UNDER PREPARATION. PROMULGATION OF NEW LAW IS EXPECTED 
DURING JUNE 1975. 

3. ACCORDING TO REPORTS IN OFFICIAL GOP GAZETTE 

"EL PERUANO," A TOTAL OF 685 MARMOSETS WERE FLOWN TO 
AMAZON JUNGLE IN TWO LOTS OF 420 AND 265 EACH AND WERE 
RELEASED IN AREA KNOWN AS "QUEBRADA PAPARILLO" 

LOCATED ON THE LEFT BANK OF THE MANITI RIVER, A TRIBU- 
TARY OF THE AMAZON. (COMMENT: SINCE 800 WERE REPORT- 
EDLY ON HAND IN LIMA READY FOR SHIPMENT TO U.S., 115 
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GRADUATE STUDENT WHO WAS IN THE AREA STUDYING PRIMATES 
UNDER THE AUSPICES OE THE PAN AMERICAN HEALTH ORGANI- 
ZATION WITNESSED THE RELEASE. HE LATER TOLD AN EMBASSY 
OEFICER THAT MANY OE THE ANIMALS WERE TOO WEAK EVEN 
TO CLIMB TREES, AND HE BELIEVED THAT VERY EEW WOULD 
ULTIMATELY SURVIVE. HE SUGGESTED THAT, WHITE 
THE PERMIT TO TRAP SHOULD PROBABLY NOT HAVE BEEN 
ISSUED IN THE FIRST PLACE, ONCE THE ANIMALS WERE CAUGHT 
IT WAS A PRACTICAL IMPOSSIBILITY TO RETURN THEM, AND 
THE MOST SENSIBLE THING TO HAVE DONE WOULD HAVE BERN 
TO PERMIT THE SHIPMENT OF THOSE ON HAND. 

4. AS THE DEPARTMENT MAY BE AWARE, DR. BENJAMIN D. 

BLOOD, OFEICE ON INTERNATIONAL HEALTH, USPHS, ROCKVILLE, 
WAS IN PERU THE WEEK OE EEBRUARY 3 TO CONEER WITH 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE OEEICIALS ON A PROGRAM EOR 
CONDUCTING A CENSUS AND ULTIMATELY A CONTROLLED 
PROGRAM EOR "CROPPING " PRIMATES EOR MEDICAL RESEARCH 
PURPOSES. HE TOLD EMBASSY HE BELIEVED PROSPECT IS 
GOOD FOR WORKING OUT ARRANGEMENT WITH PERU WHICH 
WOULD MEET AIMS OE BOTH CONSERVATION AND RESEARCH. 

DR. BLOOD SAID PERSON TO CONTACT EOR GENERAL INEOR- 
MATION IS DR. JOE HELD, DIRECTOR, DIVISION OF 
RESEARCH SERVICES, NATIONAL INSTITUTE OE HEALTH, 
BETHESDA. DR. HELD IS EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF USPHS 
COORDINATING COMMITTEE ON PRIMATE RESEARCH NEEDS. 
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